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RITING a book was not in my 

\ \ thought when I began the study 

of this question some years ago, 

but along with the study came personal and 

pastoral relations with tithing Churches. 

The subject grew upon me until it ripened 

into a firm conviction that the tithe is God’s 
standard of Christian stewardship. 

In loyalty to this conviction and at the 
earnest and repeated requests of those who 
are vitally interested in the subject, and still 
more interested in the conquest of the world 
for Christ, I have reluctantly consented to 
undertake this work. 

If the teachings of these chapters shall 
find way to the hearts of God’s people and 
show them their privilege and opportunity, 
I shall be fully repaid for the time spent 
in the preparation of this volume. 

J. W. Duncan. 





PREFATORY NOTE 
ww 


HAVE known Dr. Duncan for years 

and have found him taciturn till he 

had something to say. That he has 
written a book, knowing him as I do, I take 
to be a good sign that he has something to 
say which ought to be said. 

He is sane. He has not a drop of the 
fanatic in his blood. He is wholesome and 
is talking about a business which must con- 
cern those who want to do a man’s part in 
a manly business. To give, not as children, 
but as grown women and men, is fitting 
those who are to do the world’s work for the 
to-morrow. Such workers are the Leaguers. 


God bless them! 
Wiiuiam A. QUAYLE. 
May 31, 1909. 
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BVIOUSLY, if God, in revealing His 
O truth and commissioning men to pro- 

claim it throughout the world, and 
in instituting such organized and systematic 
worship as is essential to the development 
and maintenance of godliness, included no 
financial responsibility for the furtherance 
of these ends, the divine plan betrays an un- 
accountable element of weakness. 

A large and increasing number believe 
that the divine standard under the law of 
one-tenth must be the minimum under grace; 
that the larger privileges and greater pros- 
perity of Christian civilization demand of 
many an increase of this proportion through 
free-will offerings. This view is designated 
by the term ‘‘ Christian Stewardship,’’ which 
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signifies the administration of all our re- 
sources as a trust from God. 

If we have any obligation to support the 
work of the Lord, that obligation requires 
that the support shall be adequate, equitable, 
systematic, and dependable. No plan other 
than Christian Stewardship is known ever ~ 
to meet these requirements, while Christian 
Stewardship in every instance meets every 
desirable condition. — . 

The Church can never come to the full- 

‘ness of its power until it has accepted and 
practices a financial system that will pour 
into our Lord’s treasury a due proportion 
of the resources of His people everywhere. 
Where the influence of the gospel has brought 
a measure of prosperity and a general al- 
legiance to His Church such that the local 
necessities for the worship of God becomes 
a merely nominal charge, large streams of 
locally surplus revenue must pour into the 
treasury of God, creating a great reservoir 
from which the spiritually desert places shall 
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be abundantly irrigated until the whole 
earth shall become a garden of the Lord. 

This treatise, the outgrowth of lectures 

given by the author through several series 

of Epworth League Institutes with very 

profitable results, should prove a valuable 

contribution toward this important result. 
Epnwin M. Ranpatu. 





GENERAL SUBJECT STATED 





CHAPTER I 
GENERAL SUBJECT STATED 


HE Church of Christ has reached a 

; crisis. She is to be crippled with 
defeat or strengthened with victory. 

The battleground is to be at our own doors. 
Victory at home means victory abroad; 
defeat at home means defeat everywhere. A 
forward movement is imperative. God’s call 
to duty should be heard and heeded by a loyal 
Church. Doors hitherto closed to the teach- 
ing of the Christ are now wide open, while 
millions of foreign-born subjects are hurry- 
ing to our shores. Shall we continue to 
play at missions, or rise to our opportunity, 
meet the great. problem and solve it in the 
name and strength of our conquering Lord? 
All, doubtless, will admit that our hope\in 
the solution of the problem rests with the 
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Church of Christ. It is in the field to con- 
quer. It is backed by Omnipotence. The 
prophecies and promises of the Bible are re- 
plete with assurances of final victory. Defeat 
is impossible unless the Church of God fails 
in her duty. With these convictions press- 
ing heavily upon my life, and with a prayer 
for divine assistance, I enter upon the study 
of our Christian stewardship with the tithe X 
as God’s standard of giving. 

This is God’s plan for financing His 
Church. He has revealed no other. 1 Cor- 
inthians xvi, 2, might appear to some per- 
sons as Scriptural authority for another 
method, but a few moments’ study will make 
it clear that this was a collection for the 

y) ‘\worthy poor. The payment of the tithe from 
God’s people will not only provide means for 
the support and advancement of the Master’s 
Kingdom, but it will develop in the unselfish 
and consecrated Christian a beautiful Christ- 
like character. Indeed, many persons speak- 
ing from a real experience on this subject 
declare the financial benefits accruing from 
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the faithful observance of the tithe is not to 
be placed in comparison to the higher spirit- 
ual blessings which enrich and ennoble the 
giver. 

It is not new; it antedates all authentic \ 
history. It comes to us bearing the seal and 
approval of the only true God; it is clothed 
with divine authority. It was a part of the 
law and life of God’s people under the Old 
Testament dispensation. They never ques- 
tioned its divine origin. They understood 
as we understand that the minutest cere- 
monies of the law were dictated by the 
Almighty, including the sacred tithe. They 
further understood that God is always the 
teacher, never the taught. A strict observ- 
ance of this law carried with it the approval 
of Jehovah and the peace and prosperity of 
His people, while any departure from this 
law brought upon the offender the condemna- 
tion and curses of Jehovah, as recorded in 
the last chapter of the book of Malachi. 

The obligation of the tithe did not end 
with the Old Testament dispensation, but 
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was continued under the teaching and times 
of the New or Christian dispensation. Christ 
indorsing the practice as perhaps the only 
thing He could approve among the acts of 
the Pharisees when He said, ‘‘These ye 
ought to have done;’’ viz.: Pay your tithe. 
This divine plan records no failures on 
the part of Churches or individuals where 
it has been conscientiously practiced. A 
plan which will do for you, my fellow Chris- 
tians, what it has done for others if you will 
make it a part of your religious life; a plan 
on which hinges the evangelization of the 
world to Jesus Christ in the near future; a 
plan if it shall find a place in the Iife of 
~’God’s Church will lift them above selfishness 
and covetousness and break the shackles 
which bind thousands of professed Christians 
to the Mammon of the world. 
In entering upon the study of this subject 
I only ask that you be fair in the considera- 
tion of this question, keeping yourself free 
from prejudice either for or against it. If,. 
when you have read carefully and prayer- 
16 
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fully these chapters, you are not convinced 
as to the obligation and privilege of Chris- 
tian stewardship as herein set forth, there 
shall be no controversy between us; but if 
after an impartial and dispassionate study 
you shall see its advantages and blessings, 
then may I ask that you commit yourself to 
this divine plan and learn for yourself if 
God will not pour you out a blessing which 
shall fill your own life with a joy unspeaka- 
ble, a joy which, robbed of selfishness, shall 
overflow and run out in rich blessing to many 
others? 

God’s servant said, in the Shepherd 
~ Psalm, ‘‘My cup runneth over.’’ If our cup 
run not over we shall fail in spreading the 
precious doctrines of the Christian religion. 

It was the writer’s pleasure a few years 
ago to pass up the Nile valley from Alex- 
andria to Cairo, Egypt, the richest and most 
historic valley in the world. They have been 
growing corn and other crops there for 
thousands of years, but the soil has lost none 
of its richness. Why? Because the Nile 
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runneth over every year, and this overflow 
leaves its deposits which keep the valley per- 
petually rich and productive, furnishing 
bread for the millions of that country. 

Fill a vessel with water and place it in 
a flower bed, it will not freshen the flowers; 
but fill the vessel until it runs over, and the 
plants will grow and bud and blossom, and 
fill the air with their fragrance. <A religion 
which does not run over and brighten and 
bless the world brands itself as narrow and 
selfish and un-Christlike. 

All Christian people must agree that God 
has some claim upon His followers. To deny 
this is to deny and dishonor Him. To sax 
we will give our love, our sympathy, our. 
prayers and withhold our money is unrea- 
sonable and inconsistent. There is no chance 
for argument on this point. 

Numerous Scriptural examples rise 
before us as we study this phase of the sub- 
ject. We can not forget the example of 
David, who sought the threshing floor of 
Araunah that he might make unto God a 
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sacrifice as an expression of gratitude to 
Him in staying the plague which was deci- 
mating the inhabitants of Jerusalem. Arau- 
nah said unto David, ‘‘Take and offer what 
seemeth good unto Him, take threshing floor, 
take oxen for sacrifice, and instruments of 
the floor for wood and the Lord thy God 
accept thee.’? David replied, ‘‘Nay, but I 
will surely buy it of thee at a price, neither 
will I offer unto the Lord that which doth 
cost me nothing.’’ So David bought the 
threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels 
of silver. David would not dishonor Jehovah 
in an offering which cost him nothing. The 
law is too well known to need lengthy state- 
ment; namely, that the more we do for an 
individual or an institution, the more we are 
interested. 

In an early pastorate I was the guest in 
the home of a Brother King. There was in 
that home a son who had never walked, 
although twenty-five years of age. His body 
was perfectly developed, but his limbs were 
shriveled and undeveloped. When the noon- 
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day meal was announced the father went to 
the chair of his helpless son, took him in his 
arms, and carried him to the table. When 
the meal was over he carried him again to 
the living room. Thus he served him day 
after day. 

I was a guest again in that home after 
an absence of several years. I did not see 
the helpless young man and made inquiry 
of the father as to his health. He replied, 
“Did you not know that he had passed 
away??? I assured him I did not, but ven- 
tured to say, ‘‘It is well that it should be so.”’ 
His reply I can not forget: ‘“What you say 
may be true, but I have put so much of my 
life into his that I can not tell you how 

(much I miss him.’’ He loves the Church ~— 
\ of God most who has put most of himself” 
into it. 

We have read of a missionary who was 
mortally wounded by the people to whom 
he had carried the gospel of God, and his 
last message was to his son: ‘Tell him IT 

, want him to succeed me as a missionary to 
: 20 
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this people. I have given my time, my means, 
my life for them, and I love them.’’ 

We will not forget the calamities which 
fell upon those who allowed themselves to be 
controlled by the Mammon of this world; 
those who loved gold more than God. But 
none of these calamities came without due 
warning. In Deut. viii, 11-20, we read, 
‘Beware, lest when thou hast built goodly’ 
houses and when thy silver and thy gold is 
multiplied then thy heart be lifted up and 
thou forget the Lord thy God and say in 
thine heart, My power and the might of mine 
hand hath gotten me this wealth, but thou 
shalt remember the Lord thy God, for it is 
He that giveth thee power to get wealth.’’ 

If we recognize not God’s claims upon a 4 
portion of our means, but appropriate all for ’ 
ourselves when we might as faithful stewards 
have been the means of bringing salvation to 
thousands, we may know now the very words 
we shall hear before the throne of God, ‘‘In- 
asmuch as ye did it not to one of the least 
of these ye did it not unto Me.’’ 
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Every act of sacrifice made by God’s peo- 
ple for a noble cause is approved in the Old 
and New Testaments, while every act and life 
of selfishness and covetousness is condemned. 
There can be no true development of Chris- 
tian character and life apart from an unself- 
ish and self-sacrificing spirit. The state- 
ment made in the outset stands before us 
unquestioned, that God has some claim upon 
His followers as to time and tithe. 

When the faithful and fearless Nehemiah 
restored the broken walls of the holy city 
and restored the religious privileges of his 
people all Judah came with their offerings 
of corn and wine and oil. The approval of 
Jehovah ever rested upon the people when 
they were true to their covenant and paid 
their vows to the most high God. Their 
troubles began and multiplied when they 
ignored the counsels of the Almighty and 
lived in open defiance of His word, so that 
God closes the Old Testament Scriptures 
with a warning and a promise, to which 
reference has just been made. 
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The New Testament is also full of praise 
and promise to the faithful steward. Allow 
a few examples. In the sermon of sermons 
from the Teacher of teachers we are re- 
minded of the dangers of wealth, and who 
will dare affirm there are not dangers in 
accumulated wealth? ‘‘Lay not up for your- 
selves treasures on earth, but seek ye first 
the kingdom of God and His righteousness, 


and all these things shall be added unto you.’’ 


When we attempt to reverse God’s order 


. and seek other things first we are treading 
_ on dangerous ground. _Hoarded wealth has 


slain more than the wars. 

» Dynamite is a good thing when wisely 
used in the upheaval of the mighty rocks 
and in the opening up of Hell Gate for the 
ships of the world to enter New York harbor, 
but it is destruction and death in the hands 
of the anarchist. Giant powder is useful in 
loosening up the coal beds that the product 


_ may be sent out to the markets of the world, 
_ but giant powder in the hands of an enemy 
blew up the splendid battleship, the Maine, 
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' and sent scores of brave American soldiers 
into a watery grave. Wealth is a mighty X r 
agent for good if properly and wisely used./ 
On the other hand, it is a fire brand in the 
hands of the selfish and mercenary man. 
Dr. Schauffler in his discourse on money, 
its nature and power, defines it thus: ‘‘ Money 
is myself.’’ To illustrate: A laboring man 
works a week and receives twelve dollars, 
that is a week’s worth of himself in money; 
or a clerk receives twenty dollars a week and 
on Saturday night he puts in his pocket a 
week’s worth of himself as a clerk. Or you 
are a merchant and have many men under 
you, a large business of your own, and at the 
close of a week the balance sheet:shows you 
to be one thousand dollars to the good; that 
is a week’s worth of yourself. But here 
comes an Edison, and he toils with a brain 
of extraordinary power and completes an in- 
vention and sells it at the end of a week for 
fifty thousand dollars; that is a week’s worth 
of a great brain—a week’s worth of himself. 
Each of the above-named is getting the 
24 
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result of his labors in cash. Money, then, in 
your pocket is not only silver and gold, but 
is a part of yourself, something human. It 
represents power expended. If you are not 
earning anything yourself and your father 
is supporting you, you are carrying that 
much of your father in your pocket. 

Money is like electricity; it is stored 
power, and it is an important and vital ques- 
tion where that power is to be loosed. Here 
is the stored battery capable of doing won- 
ders; what shall I do with it? Well, I want 
to illuminate my house and so make my 
attachments, turn on the current, and the 
house is lighted. Again, I want something 
else. I want to run my pump or churn; I 
change my attachments and from the same 
battery run my little machinery. I change 
again and have my telegraph and telephone. 
And then I have a severe pain in my back 
and I change my attachments and electricity 
is applied and my pain disappears. But a 
step further—I want to use it for something 
else. Here is a man found guilty of murder: 
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the State wishes to kill him; they place him 
in a chair, make the connections, turn on the 
current, and he is dead. What a marvel is 
this battery for illumination, for inter-com- 
munication, to ease pain, to cause death, but 
one button governs the entire whole. It is 
all from the same storage battery. 
~ Money is stored power; it can do nothing 
in itself. It is under our direction; how shall 
it be applied? The clerk who receives twenty 
dollars per week says, ‘‘I have a week’s 
worth of myself in my pocket; how shall I 
give it out?’’ One young man will buy a 
season ticket in the educational courses in 
the Y. M. C. A. and pour his power back into 
his brain. Another young man remembers 
the mother up yonder in the country who has 
done so much for him and sends her ten 
dollars a week. He is pouring a half-week’s 
worth of himself back into his mother’s lap; 
blessed be that boy who gives so much of 
himself to the best friend he has on earth! 
Another young man hears of the de- 
creased liberality of the Church in support 
26 
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_ of foreign missionary work, and hears of 
some teacher in India who can be kept at 
his post by a moderate gift; he decides to 
give a week’s worth of himself in India to 
advance the kingdom of Christ, so he sends 
the money to the missionary board. An- 
other young man comes home with a week’s 
worth of himself in his pocket and goes out 
to the saloon, and in drinking and gambling 
loses a week’s worth of himself to kill him- 
self; he is committing suicide with the stored 
power he possesses. 

a ~< Wealth is stored power; how shall we use 
it—to help or to hinder, to save or to kill? 
When I think of this stored power I tremble 
for those who possess it, lest it shall not be 
turned in the right direction. 

We can not forget the young man who 
came to our Lord and asked what he should 
do to inherit eternal life. The Master at 
- once diagnosed his trouble; He saw that his 
| love of money was in the way and frankly 
revealed this fact to him and told him to 
sell his possessions and give to the poor and 
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he should have riches in heaven. It was a 
test as to whether the man thought more of 
temporal possessions than he did of eternal 
life. The Scriptures tell us that this young 
man turned away from the saying of Christ, 
refusing to obey because he had great posses- 
sions, and the commentaries tell us that he 
was never heard of after this interview; but 
we beg to differ. 

There is another Bible picture which rises 
before us, of one whose earthly goods have 
greatly increased, his lands have multiplied, 
his rich fields of grain stretch out before him. 
He looks at his barns and then his promising 
harvests and starts the inquiry: ‘‘ Where 
shall I bestow my goods? My barns are too 
small; what shall I do? This will I do. I 
will pull down these small barns and build 
larger, and then I will have room for all 
my goods.’’ But in that night the voice of 
God was heard: ‘‘Thou fool, this night thy 
soul shall be required of thee; then whose 
shall those things be which thou hast pro- 
vided?’’ A careful Bible student states that 
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this was the same young man who turned 
from the saying of Christ to hoard his 
money and lose his soul. 

Do we not recall that picture of steward- 
ship drawn by the Master hand in the para- 
ble of the talents in the 25th chapter of St. 4 
Matthew? Who are they to whom the talents 
are given? They are the servants of God. 
Whose are the taients? They are God’s 
goods. For what are they given? To 
redound to the glory and praise of the Giver. 
Have they passed out of His control and 
thought? No, He requires of them a strict 
account. While some have more than others, 
all are in their respective talents on the same 
footing; namely, managers in trust and 
gravely responsible for another’s goods. 
While it is true that riches are not the only 
talents spoken of in this parable, they are 
certainly among them and not the least 
important of them. Have not many who \e 
bear the Master’s name ignored His rightful” ‘ 
claim and brought upon themselves the divine 
condemnation? If Christian stewardship 
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meant so much when our Lord was on the 
earth, does it not mean infinitely more now 
with nineteen centuries of religious education 
behind us? What excuse shall we render to 
Him for our failure in rendering unto God 
what justly and rightfully belongs to Him? 

How important that we recognize our 
stewardship to God for our own sake, for the 
Church’s sake, and for the sake of all to 
whom we bear relation. To deny our 
stewardship is to deny the Christ, for in 
denying His teaching we deny Him. The 
only question for us to decide, therefore, is, 
how much shall we give? Give all? No. 
It is as much our duty to provide for our 
families and ourselves as it is to give to the 
Lord. An inspired apostle says if any pro- 
vide not for his own, and especially for those 
of his own house, he hath denied the faith 
and is worse than an infidel. 

The giving of all, some are made to Say, 
is the only true rule; that is a subterfuge 
against which I wish to caution you. Beware 
of those who say all they have belongs to the 
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Lord. It does, but they do not administer it 
in that way. Many will not steal outright 
lest their open and defiant sin shall bring 
them into disgrace, but some there are who 
in the settlement or management of an estate 
where their sin can be covered do not hesi- 
tate to practice dishonesty; that kind of dis- 
honesty is more dangerous and more censur- 
able than almost any other. If, as stewards 
of God in the management of His property, 
we prove to be dishonest and untrustworthy, 
how dreadful the condemnation! All we have 
belongs to God is quite true, but He ee 
given it over to us that we may use it for 
Him and for ourselves as well. We are not 
to sell our farms and stores and banks and 
turn all into God’s treasury; then our living 
and giving would be at an end. But we are 
to hold this property and manage it wisely 
and successfully and give to God His portion 
of it. 

Some men get strange views. A rector 
- in the Episcopal Church came to me recently 
and stated that he could not longer live as he 
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had been living while there were so many 
poor people all about him, that he was going 
to resign his position and live as the poor 
were living. I asked him if he were helping 
the poor now, and he promptly answered, 
‘‘Yes, every week’’ he was doing something 
for them. I then asked where he got the 
means to help them. The answer came 
quickly, ‘‘From my salary, of course.’’ 
‘‘Then, if you resign, your salary will cease, 
and you can no longer aid the class for whom 
you have so much sympathy. Do you not 
know that you can help them more by hold- 
ing your position?’’ He was frank and can- 
did enough to say afterwards that the word 
of caution saved him from a foolish step. 
God does not require us to give up our 
positions and property, but to use them for 
His glory, so that when He comes and calls 
us to an account for our stewardship we may 
be able and glad to say, ‘‘Lord, Thy pound 
has gained ten,’’ and He shall say, ‘‘ Well 
done.’’ God is not unreasonable; He asks. 
only for His portion, and that for our good— 
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that we may not forget Him and not forget 
our relation to Him.. 

Many rick landlords could get on without 
rent from their tenants, but if they willfully 
withheld the landlord’s portion they would 

~-~brand themselves as dishonest. God is not 

dependent on our money to save the world; 

He could turn over a mountain and lay bare 

a gold mine rich enough to send missionaries 

to the remotest corners of the earth, but in 

doing this He would take from His Church 

the joy and blessedness of Christian giving. 

_¢ | {What are men for but to help other men?”’ 

\said Bishop Warren in a great missionary 
address. 

What we shall give, then, is to be decided 
each one for himself? If that rule obtain, 
then there is great inequality, for some who 
are worth ten thousand dollars give more 
than others worth one hundred thousand. 
Let me ask in all candor if you think the 
matter of giving should be left to the mere 
impulses of men, or to their emotions, or 
their love which is different in different peo- 
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ple and often different in the same person 
at different times? Giving is to be according 
to God’s measure and standard, and not the 
irregular and self-made standard which a 
man fixes for himself. It isa well known rule _ 
of ethics that men can not be a law to them- « 

selves and civilization be preserved and con- 
duct rightly regulated. 

Some definite rule should certainly be 
adopted in reference to Christian giving, 
some definite proportion of our income. You 
say this is not required? It is not Scrip- 
tural? What does the Bible say as to the 
proportion of time we are to give to the 

/ Lord? ‘‘Six days shalt thou labor, but the 

\ seventh is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God.”’ 

So _—We ask every Christian to give one day in 
: seven for the worship and service of God. 
Bishop Bashford has well said the demand 

for the same amount of time from every 
Christian, regardless of his condition or the 

size of his family, is a greater hardship than 

the demand for a proportion of his earnings.. 

In the matter of time, the poor man sets 
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aside the same amount of time as the rich 
man, while proportionate giving may not take 
one-fiftieth as much money from the poor 
man as from the rich man; but every sane 
and sensible man recognizes the fact that the 
proper observance of the Lord’s day has been 
fraught with great blessing to the individual 
and the nation. Who will doubt that a cheer- 
ful and voluntary amount of our income to 
the service and worship of Almighty God 
will not bring to the individual and the 
Church an equally rich blessing? 

We have reached that point, then, where 
we recognize our stewardship to the Master, 
and the additional lesson that it should be 
proportional. The question as to what that 
proportion should be remains for further 
discussions. 


‘That man may last but never lives 

Who much receives but nothing gives, Ba 

Whom none can love, whom none can 
thank, — 

Creation’s blot, creation’s blank. 
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CHAPTER II 


ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF 
TITHING 


xo ITHE is an Anglo-Saxon word, 
nf meaning ‘‘the tenth.’’ It has spe- 
cial reference to the giving of one- 
' tenth of our increase or income for religious 
\ purposes. Let us take a little time to trace 
the origin and history of this vital doctrine 
of Christian stewardship. 

~ ~ If we begin with Egypt from non-Biblical 
sources, we have valuable information from 
recent discoveries and the persistent labors 
of modern scholars. We owe to them a last- 
ing debt of gratitude when we recall that the 
history of Egypt for centuries was a sealed 
book, but recent investigation is extorting 

secrets from the silent centuries. 
Prof. Flinders Petrie, in one of his lec- 
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tures on Ancient Egypt, states that the offer- 
ings to the Deity were specially guarded, and 
the duty of making offering is often reiter- 
ated. In addition to frequent references to 
a division of spoils for the support of their 
temple, Prof. Maspero says a tenth of the 
slaves, cattle, and precious metals was set 
apart for the service of the gods. This re- 
peated mention of Maspero of a tenth of the 
spoils is certainly noteworthy. 

~—- Prof. Sayce, in charge of the chair of 
Assyriology in the Oxford University, says 
the ‘‘Hsra,’’ or tithe, was a Babylonian insti- 
tution paid to the temples on the produce of 
the land. Of the Arabians and the Ethio- 
pians, Pliny states that they paid tithes to 
the god Sabis, the former of their frankin- 
cense and the latter of their cinnamon. 

—~ Let us turn briefly to the question of 
tithing among the Greeks. The earliest al- 
lusions among the Greeks come from myth- 
ological times at least thirteen centuries 
before Christ. The legend of Hercules hav- 
ing found his oxen which Cacus had stolen, 
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dedicated an altar at Rome and requested 
the people to consecrate their tithes there. 
Clement of Alexandria states that before the 
making of images was invented there were 
at Delphi holy pillars on which they hung 
their tithes. _So, too, we have the case of 
Cimon, the Athenian general, who after de- 
feating the Persians in battle five hundred 
years before Christ, took out the tenth of 
the spoils and dedicated them to his god. 
Herodotus, the father of history, who 
flourished in the early years of the Greco- 
Persian wars, traveled widely and knew well 
the custom of many nations. Of the Pho- 
cians after their victory over the Thessalians 
he records, when all the booty had been 
brought together, a tenth of the whole was 
set apart for the Delphian god. The same 
author mentions many others, some of whom 
lived in the islands of the seas, but failed not 
to pay their tithe to their deities. We will 
not forget that Xenophon and his ten thou- 
sand retreating Greeks, as related in the 
Anabasis, reserved a tenth of the money 
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they received by the sale of captives and con- 
secrated it to Apollo and Diana. 

Demosthenes a century later calls it sac- 
rilege to retain the tenth and use it for any 
other purpose save that of the deities. The 
same custom prevailed among the Romans 
as far back as we can go in the earliest 
legendary history. Hercules is the god most 
frequently mentioned as the receiver of their 
tithes. 

Lucius Mummius, the Roman Consul who 
captured Corinth and completed the Roman 
conquest of Greece 146 B. C., is still another 
example of a conqueror dedicating spoils of 
war to Hercules, and this we learn from an 
inscription which says it was done according 
to ancient custom. These examples might be 
multiplied, but it is not necessary. 

— To summarize, then, as to tithe paying 
in Europe as far back as thirteen hundred 
years before the Christian era, we find this 
custom prevailing among all the peoples 
known to history. 
\ When we reach the period of authentic 
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history we read of Spartan generals, Roman 

| dictators, lawyers, farmers, shepherds, mer- 

- chants, sailors, miners, and cooks believing 
it to be right and religious in offering a 
tenth of their increase to the gods. What, 
then, is suggested by this army of facts con- 
cerning tithe-paying from Europe, Africa, 
and Western Asia? 

When philologists observe that many 
words of a class, belonging for instance to 
agriculture, linger in use among peoples 
widely separated and having no visible con- 
nection with one another, infer, that at some 
time in the remote past the ancestors of 
such peoples must have lived together and 
had a common language. | 

And such conclusions are called scientific ; 
what is the inevitable conclusion, then, in 
reference to tithe-paying? That at some re- 
mote period in the past these now widely 
divergent peoples were one, and that the 
infinite God had revealed to them His will 
as to tithe tribute, that it is of divine origin. 
» It is true we can not trace the custom to 
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its historic origin as to when it began or who 
issued the law for its observance. What, 
then, is to be done? Are all sources of infor- 
mation exhausted? Can we get no further 
in our investigations? 
‘‘We have a document, the book of ‘Gene- 
sis’ received by Jews and Christians as the 
most ancient and reliable of any history of 
the human race, and of its manners and eus- 
toms. Let us open this book to see, if possi- 
ble, if any light will come to us as to the 
practice of tithe paying and when it began. 
ry “We naturally turn to such passages as 
tell of offerings of material things to Jeho- 
vah. We experience no difficulty in finding 
many persons and passages shedding light 
on this subject. The offerings of Cain, Abel, 
Noah, Abram, and Jacob come at once to 
our aid, and we proceed to learn from them 
“as to pre-Mosaic tithe-paying. 

‘The rejection of Cain’s offering was by 
early Christian nations connected with tith- 
ing. Tertullian in the third century wrote 
that God rejected the sacrifice of Cain 
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because what he offered he did not rightly 
divide. The Septuagint translation of Gene- 
sis renders the sixth verse of the fourth chap- 
ter as follows: ‘The Lord God said to Cain, 
Wherefore didst thou become vexed and 
| wherefore did thy countenance fall? If thou 
_didst rightly offer but didst not rightly 
_ divide, didst thou not sin? Hold thy peace;’ 
while the true translation of Heb. xi, 4: ‘By 
faith Abel offered unto God a more abundant 
sacrifice than Cain.’ It can hardly be shown 
that the propitiatory sacrifice was intended 
as we are not told they had sinned, but a 
thank offering to God in token of His lord- 
ship over them, just as was done from the 
earliest times in Egypt and which emphasizes 
the accepted belief in the ancient world that 
it was not lawful to eat the new fruit until 
God’s portion had been divided from the 
rem.” 

In the case of Noah’s sacrifice, with which 
Jehovah was pleased, we have another 
instance of material offering to God with the 
added portion of an altar, fire, and clean and 
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unclean animals. The altar became common 
subsequently, and Abram offered sacrifice 
unto God; likewise Isaac at Beersheba. 

If we review the data thus far mentioned 
we see the first two of Eve’s sons manifest- 
ing a sense of dependence on the Deity by 
presenting to Jehovah the first fruits of their 
increase, while those of succeeding genera- 
tions offered to God the choicest of clean 
beasts, birds, fruits, as well as drink offer- 
ing and oil, establishing beyond question 
that men in all ages of the ancient world 
believed it their duty to offer a portion of 
their substance to the Divine Being. 
~— Taking the example of Abram we read 
that he devoted a tenth of his spoils to Mel- 
chizedek, priest to the most high God, this 
tithe paying occurring fourteen hundred 
years before the birth of our Lord. Profes- 
for Sayce states that this offering of the 
tithe by Abram was no new thing, that 
Abram was long familiar with the practice 
in his Babylonian home. He also states that 
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there are many tablet receipts in the British 
Museum for tithe money paid to the sun-god. 
_ As to the custom of Jacob, the grandson 
of Abram, brought up in the religion of his 
grandfather, that God confirmed to Jacob at 
Bethel all the promises He made to Abraham. 
‘“How are we to account for this ancient 
tithe paying by nations widely separated in 
many ways, if it were originally left to every 
man to give for religious purposes according 
to his own inclination, as much or little as he 
pleased? Tell me, if you will, how so many 
peoples hit upon the tenth as God’s portion, 
rather than a fifth or a fifteenth? Does not 
this fact point to a time when the ancestors 
of those nations lived together, and so 
derived the custom from a common source? 
It may be urged that we do not read in 
Genesis of a law for the payment of the tenth, 
but is that a proof that no such law had been 
given? Do you suppose there was no law 
against murder, for breaking of which Cain 
was punished? Or against adultery, in keep- 
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ing with which Judah said of Tamar, ‘Bring 
her forth and let her be burned?’ 

<‘Noah is the first who is expressly called 
a righteous man, and Abram the first who is 
said to have believed God. And yet we know 
that before these Abel and Enoch were both 
righteous and certainly believed in God. The 
mere omissions, therefore, of definite men- 
tion of a law relating to tithe paying in 
Genesis is no proof that such a law did not 
exist. Indeed, long before the Bible was 
known—how long we can not know—this law 
of the tenth was a part of the life of the 
peoples of the ancient world.’’ 

We come now to notice Israel’s three 
tithes. Coming to the book of Leviticus xxvii, 
30, we read in no uncertain language, ‘‘ And 
all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed 
of the land or the fruit of the tree, is the 
Lord’s, it is holy unto the Lord.’’ And this 
tithe claimed by the Lord Himself was given 
to the children of Levi in the following lan- 
guage: ‘‘Behold, I have given all the tithe in 
Israel to the Levites in return for their 
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service which they served.’’ This is known 
as the first or Lord’s tithe, from which no 
produce of land or increase of flock was 
excepted, and the Levites to whom the Lord’s 
tithe was given were required by Him to 
render a tenth of what they received as a 
peace offering to Jehovah and to pay it to 
Aaron, the priest. 3 
In Deuteronomy xiv, 22-27, we have 
mention of an additional or second tithe. 
‘““Thou shalt surely tithe all the increase 
of thy seed which cometh forth from the 
field year by year, and thou shalt eat be- 
fore the Lord thy God in the place which 
He shall choose, that thou mayest learn to 
fear the Lord thy God always; and if the 
way be too long for thee so that thou art 
not able to carry it thou shalt turn it into 
money and bind up the money in thine hand, 
and shalt go into the place which the Lord 
shall choose and thou shalt bestow the money 
_ for whatsoever thy soul desireth, and thou 
‘shalt eat there before the Lord and thou 
shalt rejoice there and thy household and the 
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Levite that is within thy gates.’’ It will aid 
us to better understand this tithe to say that 
all the males in Israel, together with their 
families, journeyed to the sanctuary in Jeru- 
salem several times each year for the wor- 
ship of God, and the second tithe was to pay 
the expenses involved in these visits, includ- 
ing the expenses of burnt offerings, sacri- 
fices, ete. In other words, the Israelite was 
to have the opportunity of eating and rejoic- 
ing before God, he and his household, and 
the second or festival tithe was to furnish 
the means for doing this. “You will notice 
by way of distinction that the offerer of the 
first tithe had no say as to its disposal; the 
disposal of the second was largely in his 
own hands. 

3 We have also a third tithe, Deut. xiv, 28: 

WAR the. end of every three years thou 
shalt bring forth all the tithe of thine 
increase in the same year, and shalt lay it 
up within thy gates: and the Levite, because 
he hath no portion nor inheritance with thee, 
and the stranger and the fatherless and the 

50 


ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF TITHING 


widow shall come and eat and be satisfied 
that the Lord thy God may bless thee in all 
the work of thine hand which thou doest.’’ 
./ This may be called the tithe for the poor. So 
| we have first, The Lord’s Tithe; second, 
\ Festival Tithe; and third, Tithe for the Poor. 
~ We have now reached a higher ground 
than any upon which we have yet stood. We 
have emerged from the cloud of probability 
and conjecture concerning the origin of tithe 
paying to see the custom recognized, regu- 
lated and embodied in an ancient code of 
written laws. It is claimed for this code that 
it was written by inspiration of the God of 
Israel of whom Jews and Christians alike 
believe that He never made a law that was 
unjust or unwise or that was not for the good 

of His people.’’ 

The subsequent history of God’s people 
under kingly rule clearly represents them as 
prosperous and happy so long as_ they 
observed the laws of Moses and the laws of 
God, while any departure therefrom plunged 
them into untold troubles. In this deplora- 
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ble condition we find the people in the time » 
of Malachi, the mouthpiece of Jehovah, who 
mineces not words but boldly arraigns them 
as a nation of robbers. Hear the faithful 
and fearless prophet of God as he inquires: 
‘Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed 

Me. But ye say wherein have we robbed 

Thee? In tithes and offerings; ye are cursed 
with a curse, for ye robbed Me, even this 
whole nation. Bring ye the whole tithe into 
the storehouse that there may be meat in 
Mine house and prove Me now herewith, 
saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you 
the windows of heaven and pour you out a 
blessing that there shall not be room enough 
to receive it.”? And the last words of 
Malachi are, ‘‘Remember ye the laws of 
Moses, My servant.’’ 

It is a curious fact that during all the 
centuries in which tithe paying was observed 
we fail to find any request that it be repealed 
or lessened. 

Putting together, therefore, what we have 
thus far learned on this subject, we conclude 
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as we have seen that Babylonians, Carthagin- 
ians, Greeks, and Romans dedicated a tenth 
of their income and spoils to their gods, so 
did the people of Israel from their settlement 
in Canaan to the end of the period covered 
by the Old Testament Scriptures dedicate a 
tenth to Jehovah. 

We come now to study the example and 
teaching of our Lord on this subject. We 
hear Him saying, ‘‘I come not to destroy 
the law, but to keep it.’’ 

The leading religionists of His time were 
tithe payers. There were two general 
divisions of the people at that time, viz: 
the instructed and the uninstructed. The 
instructed were those who observed the laws 
relating to purity and the tithe, while the 
uninstructed were the people of the land who 
knew not and cared not for the law and were 
regarded by the learned as accursed. 

‘‘Surely we could not class our Lord with 
the illiterate and uninstructed. He was cer- 
tainly not so regarded by His contempora- 
ries. The crowds were astonished at His 
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teaching from the early age of twelve when 
He questioned with the learned men in the 
temple, until He blest the disciples on Olivet 
and went back to the bosom of the Father.’’ 

Mark vi, 2: ‘‘What wisdom is this which 
is given unto Him?”’ John vii, 15: ‘‘How 
knoweth this man letters, having never 
learned?’? They also propounded questions 
to Him relating to divorce, the first com- 
mandment, and the kingdom of God. Shall 
we say this Man of Galilee who surprised 
the doctors in the temple, consulted by the 
learned men of His day, able to teach the 
teachers at all times, shall we say He be- 
longed to the uninstructed? 

Think you the Pharisee would have 
invited the Master to dine with him if He 
had not been an observer of the law? Luke 
xi, 37, and xiv, 1. His rigid enemies never 
once accused Him of not paying tithes. The 
Roman centurion, knowing Jesus to be an 
observer of the law, would not ask Him to 
come under his roof lest He be defiled. 

Do we need further evidence? Was He 
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not circumcised in the eighth day in keeping 
with the law? Was He not taken to the 
feasts at Jerusalem to spend the tithe or its 
equivalent in clean money? When John hesi- 
tated about baptizing Him, did He not say, 
‘““Thus it becometh us to fulfill all righteous- 
ness?’’ Did He not instruct the lepers to 
go and show themselves to the priests, etc.? 
Looking upon our Lord’s perfect example in 
keeping the law, do we not infer that He 
kept the law as to the tithe and doubtless 
exceeded its requirements? 

Shall we pass from the example of our 
Lord on this subject to His direct teaching? 
We will not forget the words He spoke, ‘‘I 
am not come to destroy the law, but to fulfill 


~~ it.? And that whosoever would do and teach 
the law should be called great in the kingdom 


of heaven. 

In keeping with this, when a lawyer stood 
up and tried Him, saying, ‘‘Master, what 
shall I do to inherit eternal life?’’ the Lord 
replied, ‘‘What is written in the law?”’ The 
objector answers, ‘‘Did not our Lord 
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denounce the Pharisees?’’ Yes, but never for 
tithing, but for self-righteousness and hatred 
of others. We are not to forget that the 
eight woes pronounced upon the Pharisees 
are prefaced by the Lord’s statement: ‘‘The 
scribes and Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. 
All therefore whatsoever they bid you 
observe, that observe and do.’’? Matt. xxiii, 
2,3. This is our Lord’s approval of tithe 
paying. It was in conduct, and not princi- 
ple, that Christ found fault with the Phari- 
sees. 

Every Bible student must admit that tith- 
ing was enjoined upon the Jews and that 
Christ as a Jew kept the law, and the infer- 
ence seems inevitable that our Lord paid 
tithes, and it is clear that He expected His 
disciples to do likewise. ‘‘For except your 
righteousness shall exceed the righteousness 
of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no 
case enter into the kingdom of heaven.”’ 

So we find this law of the tithe in the New 
Testament also, and not a tittle against it 
in either Gospels or Epistles. You state the 
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law was abrogated. Who abrogated it? Is 
the law of the Sabbath abrogated? Any 
argument which will abrogate one will abro- 
gate the other. That which passed away was 
the symbolical and figurative; tithing was 
neither, but a duty issuing from the moral 
law, and is of perpetual force. 

- It is true there is no formal re-enactment 
of the law of the tithe. Why should there be? 


‘The law was not obsolete. Was there any 


formal re-enactment of the Sabbath law? 
The tenth of substance should be as binding 
as the seventh of time. 

Ts there a syllable or word that ever fell 


' from the lips of our Lord to repeal, abridge, 


or contract the law? Are we to become 
anarchists and declare we will take what 
suits us and refuse what we do not like? Are 
the words of Scripture and the words of 
Christ for the Jews only? Or for all time 
and all people? 
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CHAPTER III 


OPINIONS ON TITHE-PAYING BY 
EMINENT TEACHERS 


EN ask almost sneeringly, How does 
M it happen that we are just finding 
out that tithing is taught in the 

Bible? How does it happen that this ques- 
tion should be suddenly raised when it has 
been buried since the days of the Son of 
man? No one who has read history will 
speak in this way. It was not buried at the 
time of our Lord. It was born before history 
was born, and practiced by the peoples of 
this world for centuries before the Christian 
era, and during the Christian era until the 
time of Henry VIII. It remained for this 
adulterous and covetous ruler who married 
six wives, two of whom he murdered, two 
he divorced, one died a natural death, and the 
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sixth survived him. It remained for him to 
demand of Parliament a law by which the 
tithe paid to the Church should be turned 
into his private coffers, divided among his 
friends, and sold to speculators. This dar- 
ing blasphemy calls for further and fuller 
consideration. Let us first, however, con- 
sult the opinions of the most eminent teach- 
ers of their day on this subject. 

Shall we begin with Clement of Alexan- 
dria whose words and opinions always carry 
weight? He boldly asserts that the Mosaic 
law concerning tithes is binding upon Chris- 
tians; that worship and tithes go together. 
Origen, 186-253, says Celsus would have us 
offer first fruits to demons, but we would 
offer them to Him who said, ‘‘Let the earth 
bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed and 
the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind,’’ 
and to Him to whom we offer first fruits we 
also send up our prayers.” 

Not far from Carthage lived the great 
Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, who speaks of 
tithing in many of his discourses. From one 
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of his sermons, all of which were preached 
on this subject, he says: ‘‘By the grace of 
Christ, dearest brethren, the day is now at 
hand in which we ought to gather the har- 
vest, and therefore should be thinking about 
returning thanks to God who gave it, both 
in the matter of making offerings and of 
rendering tithes. For our God, who has 
deigned to give the whole, has condescended 
to seek back from us the tithe, doubtless for 
our profit, not His own.’’ 

From Italy comes the opinion of Ambrose, 
elected Bishop of Milan 374, who in many 
of his sermons pressed the duty of tithe 
paying. In one he speaks thus: ‘‘It is not 
enough that we bear the name, if we do not 
the works of Christians, and the Lord hath 
commanded that the tithe of all our increase 
is required.’’ 

During the latter half of the twelfth cen- 
tury we find Innocent III, Bishop of Rome, 
speaking of the payment of a tenth as a 
Christian duty in these significant words: 
“‘God has commanded the payment of tithes 
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to Himself as a token of His universal own- 
ership.”’ 

This brings us to the days of the School- 
men. Amongst these we find such names as 
Thomas Aquinas and Ireneus, whose writ- 
ings are full of references on this subject. 

Is the Eastern Church silent on this ques- 
tion? Notso. John Chrysostom, the golden- 
mouthed, became patriarch in 398. In his 
great sermon on Genesis xxviii he said, 
‘‘ Abraham paid tithes to Melchizedek.’’ In 
this respect he became teacher to all men 
that by way of declaring their gratitude they 
should offer the first fruits of those things 
which God has granted to them. From an- 
other sermon he declares: ‘‘If it were a dan- 
gerous thing for the Jews to fail in giving 
tithes, then surely it is much more danger- 
ous now.’’ 

Thus we learn that the man who may 
be called the greatest divine of the Church of 
Constantinople urged that Christians pay at 
least a tenth of all. gains to the Church of 
God, and this, too, from a man who himself 
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lived very plain and applied all his income to 
the poor, of whom he supported more than 
seven thousand. 

What conclusion, then, shall we reach 
from all these theologians, teachers, and 
authors from all points of the cultured world, 
with a continuous line of unbroken evidence 
from the Christian era to the Reformation, 
without a voice against the practice from the 
authorities of the Church? Can there be a 
doubt as to the universal belief on this sub- © 
ject during this stretch of centuries? We 
have not time nor space to take up at length 
the action of the various Councils, but we 
have only to read their proceedings to learn 
that they stamped with approval the well- 
known custom of the tenth for the Lord. 

In the Council held in Seville 590 A. D., 
a canon was made for the kingdom of Spain, 
from which we take the following extract: 
‘‘Let every husbandman and every artisan 
make a just tithing from his business. For 
as the Lord has given everything, so from 
everything He demands the tithe, whether 
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from the fruit or field.’’ ‘‘If any one, how- 
ever, does not tithe everything, he is a rob- 
ber of God and a thief, and let the curses 
which God inflicted on Cain be heaped upon 
him.’’ 

The action taken by the Council of Trent 
in 1550 will serve as another and final ex- 
ample. The following is the action taken by 
that famous Council: ‘‘The payment of tithes 
is due to God, and they who refuse to pay 
them or hinder those who. give them usurp 
the property of another. Wherefore the 
Holy Synod enjoins on all, of whatsoever 
‘rank or condition they be, that they hence- 
forth pay in full the tithes to which they are 
bound in law to the Church, and they who 
either withhold or hinder them shall be ex- 
communicated, nor shall they be absolved 
from the crime until full restitution has been 
made.’’ 

If we come over into Germany we find 
the emperor excusing the people from the 
payment of the imperial tribute, but not 
from the payment of tithes to the Church, 
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choosing that the court treasury should suf- 
fer rather than God’s treasury. 

Who, then, is more likely in the sight 
of God to be right—he who follows his own 
devices, setting up his own standard, claim- 
ing the option to give as much or as little 
as he pleases; or the great teachers of Chris- 
tianity, from the very beginning singly and 
collectively upholding the Scriptural doc- 
trine of not less than a tenth? Surely in 
this case we may safely listen to the voice 
of the Church. 

Let us look at the custom in Christian 
and Protestant England. In the first chap- 
ter of the great Magna Charta, King John 
says: ‘‘We have granted unto God, and by 
this our present charter have confirmed, for 
us and our heirs for evermore, that the 
Church of England shall be free and have all 
her rights inviolable.’? This charter was 
afterwards confirmed in the reign of Hd- 
ward I by special statute, in which it was 
provided that excommunication should be. 
pronounced against any who should violate 
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this provision, or all those who should will- 
ingly or maliciously deprive the Churches 
of their rights. One of the unquestioned 
rights was that the tenth should be given 
for their support, and this right was in- 
dorsed, practiced, and enforced by the sec- 
ular rulers as well as others. It was a part 
of the law and life of the Church. In the 
reign of King Edward II, at a Synod in 
Winchester, tithes were said to be reserved 
by the Almighty in token of His universal 
dominion. 

William the Conqueror continued to act 
in harmony with the laws of King Edward 
which required the payment of tithes. After 
this the kings of England on to the revo- 
lution under Oliver Cromwell, swore as a 
part of their coronation oath to observe the 
laws specifically mentioned, as those of King 
Edward, and this was confirmed by numer- 
ous Parliaments with solemn imprecations 
upon themselves or any of their posterity 
who should withhold any of the tithe so 
vowed and granted. 
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What, then, does all this mean if it be 
not that England up to the time of the ref- 
ormation by the teaching, preaching, and 
practice of her early religious instructors, 
by the canons of her ecclesiastical assem- 
blies, by the terms of Magna Charta, fol- 
lowed the practice of a dedication of a tenth 
to the service and work of God? 

Doctor Henry Lansdell, who has written 
several volumes on ‘‘The Sacred Tenth,’’ 
declares that the misappropriation of the 
tithe is one of the saddest pages in human 
history. We are indebted to him for the fol- 
lowing facts: 

Mr. Henry Grove published a book as 
late as 1896, entitled, ‘‘Alienated Tithes,’’ 
in which he clearly sets forth how the tithes 
have been taken from the Church and poor 
and are now held for the pecuniary benefit 
of those who have no just right to their pos- 
session. 

Henry Spellman at his death left in man- 
uscript a ‘‘History of Sacrilege,’’ written 
in 1632, but not published until 1698 lest it 
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give offense to the nobility and others who 
had robbed the Church. 

Spellman begins his long-delayed publi- 
cation by defining sacrilege as stealing from 
God any sacred thing belonging to the 
majesty of His person or appropriate to 
the celebration of His divine service. He 
arraigns Henry VIII as the ringleader and 
arch fiend of Church robbers. 

When Henry found some of the leading - 
clergy opposed to his divorce from his queen, 
this opposition and a consuming desire to 
replenish his empty treasury led him to de- 
pose the clergy and oppress and rob the 
Church in various ways and sell their prop- 
erty to such of the laity as were willing to 
profit by the king’s dishonesty. 

It may be urged that the Parliament 
gave the monasteries to the king, but how 
was it done? In this way: When the bill 
had stuck in the Lower House and could 
get no passage, the king ordered the Com- 
mons to attend him in his gallery. He 
caused them to wait there for hours before 
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he appeared. Coming out of his chamber 
at last, he walked back and forth among 
them, looking angrily first on one side, then 
on the other. At last he spoke, and these 
were his words: ‘‘I hear that my bill will 
not pass, but I will have it pass or I will 
have some of your heads,’’ and without an- 
other word he returned to his chamber. The 
bill was promptly passed, and the follow- 
ing was given to him and his successors: 

In 1536, all monasteries with revenue 
less than $1,000 a year. 

In 1539, all the rest of the monasteries 
throughout the kingdom. 

In 1540, the hospitals and Churches of 
St. John in Jerusalem, in England, and Ire- 
land. 

In 1545, all colleges, chapels, chantries, 
hospitals. 

Parliament claimed they had reason to 
believe that the king would hold all this 
property in trust and have it properly ad- 
ministered in the interest of the Church, and ~ 
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so he promised to do, as you may see in the 
following speech to Parliament: 

“‘T can not a little rejoice when I consider 
the perfect trust and confidence you have 
put in me in committing to my order and 
disposition all chantries, colleges, and hos- 
pitals, and firmly trusting, I will order them 
to the glory of God. I can not betray your 
trust, but must order them in the fear of 
God, to whom account must be rendered of 
all our doings. Doubt not but your wishes 
shall be carried out to the letter, as you shall 
hereafter plainly perceive.’’ 

This hypocritical speech is noteworthy, 
for very soon he began to use all the prop- 
erties ceded to him by Parliament for sa- 
cred purposes, for secular reward, influence, 
and personal gain. Grove gives us a list of 
the disposition made by Henry of many of 
the sacred properties placed in his hands. 
Some are marked P., which means purchased 
from the king. The number which Mr. 
Grove finds under this head is 2,388, sold 
outright by the king to private parties. G. 
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means grants or gifts to friends or relations 
or those who might aid him in various ways. 
Their number is 801. Some marked 8. are 
declared to be tithes given them for service, 
while C. indicates that they were negoti- 
ated through a contractor. 

Here, then, we find the sacrilege began 
with Henry VIII selling the various prop- 
erties placed in his hands for benevolent and 
religious uses, and all of which were sup- 
ported by the tithe of the people, selling 
them (or rather the tithe which supported 
them) to private individuals, and in this 
way the tithe which formerly went to the 
support of the Church and its auxiliaries 
was turned from its sacred purposes into the 
coffers of impostors and speculators, and all 
through the high-handed dishonesty of 
Henry VIII. 

Succeeding rulers felt that great wrong 
had been done in alienating the tithe from 
the cause of religion. An example of which 
is found in the solemn oath of Charles II: 
‘‘T do here promise and solemnly vow in the 
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presence and for the service of Almighty 
God, if it shall please the Divine Majesty 
to restore me to my just and kingly rights 
and re-establish me in my throne, I will 
wholly give back to His Church all those im- 
propriations which are now held by the 
Crown. Oxford, April 13, 1646.’’ 

It is a significant fact that the impro- 
priators of the sacred tithe were visited by 
calamities which can be understood only as 
‘visitations of the Divine displeasure. 

‘‘Cardinal Wolsey obtained from the 
Pope license to suppress no less than forty 
monasteries. In the execution of this license 
five persons allowed themselves to be used. 
Of the five, two fought a duel, one was killed, 
and the other was hanged for killing him. 
The third drowned himself in a well; a 
fourth, a very rich man, yet became so poor 
that he became a beggar, and Sir Allen, who 
was made archbishop in Dublin, was cruelly 
maimed and murdered. Wolsey, who ob- 
tained the license, fell under Henry’s dis- 
pleasure, lost all he had, and died a most 
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miserable death. Another who figured 
largely in the sacrilege was Thomas, after- 
wards Lord Cromwell, who held in his own 
name at least thirty grants of tithes. He. 
too, fell under the king’s displeasure, lost 
all he had, and perished at the block.’’ 
These examples are multiplied into 
scores until the most skeptical are made to 
feel that ‘‘God’s judgments are in the 
earth. It is significant that Henry VIII 
himself, in a little more than a half century 
from the time he committed this daring sac- 
rilege, his whole issue was extinct, male and 
female, base and legitimate, good and bad. 
But the bad seed had been sown, and the 
love of money asserted itself on the part of 
property owners until, to avoid the payment 
of the tithe, the property owners called their 
income by some other name until a test case 
was submitted to Cambridge and Oxford, 
who decided that such dishonesty was an 
offense against God and His Church; but 
this did not stay the tide, and the custom 
gradually declined until the members of the 
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Church who once kept covenant with God are 
setting up their own standard of giving.’’ 
This great fall from God’s standard to that 
of men, some say, is hard on the clergy; 
but how much worse for the laity? for it 
is better to suffer wrong than to do wrong. 
It is not a question of the Church, but of 
the Christ. The minister will live and get 
his salary, but the perishing souls will con- 
tinue in darkness and night, with the last 
command of the Son of God ringing in the 
ears of His professed followers, ‘‘Go into 
the nations of the earth with the gospel of 
hope and salvation.’’ 

It remains for God’s people to decide 
whether they will follow in the footsteps of 
those who have committed the crime of sac- 
rilege in turning from its God-appointed 
course the tithe which He requires of us for 
our good and His glory, or whether, by con- 
secrated time, talent, and tithe, we shall seek 
to restore the custom which God instituted 
before the Bible was written and which was 
practiced for thousands of years by His 
people. 76 


OPINIONS ON TITHE-PAYING 


History is said to repeat itself, but let 
us hope that each repetition shall be better 
than the preceding one, and instead of re- 
instating the old Jewish custom of tithing 
as compulsory, let. the consecrated people of 
this enlightened day rise to that higher level x 
of cheerfully and without any tinge of legal- 
ism bring to God a seventh of their time 

and a tenth of their income, that they may 
say and sing with Frances Ridley Havergal, 
. who never gave less than a tenth: 


y “‘Take my silver and my gold, 
Not a mite would I withhold.’’ 


Shall the poor give? Do we anywhere 
read in the Scriptures that God has divided 
mankind into two classes—one rich and the 
other poor? The former obligated by a high 
sense of duty to give, and the latter to spend 
all their earnings upon themselves and their 
families, and give nothing to God? 

[~ Giving by God’s people is an act of wor- 
ship, a high duty we owe to God and to our- 
selves. And who will dare say to the poor, 
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You are not sharers in this privilege; only 
the rich are to honor God and exalt them- 
selves in this act of homage? Our highest 
sense of candor cries out against such un- 
warranted teaching. To allow this would 
be to dig a gulf between rich and poor, 
which the Church of God has devoutly 
prayed might never come. Our Father’s 
children are all members of a common house- 
hold, and all should render willing obedi- 
ence to Him, ‘‘whose we are and whom we 
serve.’ 

Who would rob the widow who cast in 
her two mites into the Lord’s treasury of 
the reward which came when the Master 
said, ‘‘She hath done more than they all.’’ 

Another question arises in this connec- 
tion. Why, under the Christian dispensa- 
tion, should the proportion be not less than 
a tenth? Is this question not prompted by 
those who are unwilling to part with this 
proportion of their income? Is it not an 
attempt to ‘‘Jew’’ the Almighty? And yet 
the Jews, who honored God for so many 
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years in rendering to Him His just and 
rightful claim, never intimated that the pro- 
portion was too high. It remains for the 
modern followers of Christ to raise an ob- 
jection to God’s standard of Christian stew- 
ardship, that they may hoard their wealth 
while God’s call and claim go unheeded. 

This may not satisfy the objector as to 
the amount God requires from His people; 
so we will give additional reasons for the 
tenth as His portion. Surely the teaching of 
Jehovah was not for the Jews alone, but for 
all, and for evermore. The dawn of Chris- 
tianity gave a tenth; shall the noonday do 
less than the dawn? 

But you ask for still further reasons why 
Christians should devote to God’s service 
not less than a tenth of their income? We 
answer, first: It is for God’s glory, it is 
a recognition of His universal ownership. 
‘<The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness 
thereof, the world, and they that dwell 
therein.”’ 

What have we that is really ours? 
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Money? ‘‘The silver is Mine, and the gold 
is Mine,”’ saith the Lord. Lands? ‘‘The 
land shall not be sold in perpetuity, for the 
land is Mine: for ye are strangers and so- 
journers with Me.’’ Did not we earn the 
wealth? It is He that giveth you power to 
get wealth. But my life? ‘‘All souls are 
Mine.’”? So Scripture might be multiplied 
setting forth the universal ownership of the 
God who made us and committed to us the 
care of His vineyard. We are tenants, and 
He is landlord. ‘‘Occupy till I come,’’ not 
forgetting your duty as faithful stewards. 
Ww God has seen fit to make the advance- 


{ 

| ment of His cause dependent upon money. 
| 

\ 


It is not so in the kingdom of nature. The 
\ lily blooms quite indifferent as to whether 
there is or is not a gold mine beneath it. 

Animals increase quite independently of the 

state of funds or the conditions of trade. 


i But when you stop the flow of money you 


' arrest the progress of the kingdom of God. 


Three and a half decades ago Stanley, the 


\2 (African traveler, challenged English Chris- 
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tians to send missionaries to Uganda. Mem- 
bers and friends of the society put their 
hands in their pockets and sent the mission- 
aries, and as a result there are in Uganda 
to-day more than thirty thousand disciples 
of Jesus Christ. 


\ ‘Tf those Christians had not furnished the . 


money, the thirty thousand Christians would | 


still be savages. If the money contributed 
by our own and other Churches should be — 


suddenly cut off, what fearful results would 
follow in all the mission fields of the world! 

“Have we thought how easy it would be 
for the infinite God to uncover a gold mine 
and send missionaries to the ends of the 
earth, without what we call our money? But 
what would become of us? In thus saving 
the world He would lose the Church. God 


i 


\ 


-has laid the evangelization of the world upon | 
the heart of the Church, and the Church in | 
saving the world saves herself, and in losing | 


the world loses herself. 


It may be truthfully questioned whether 


a human soul has ever been brought to 
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Christ unless some agent or instrumentality 
has come between that soul and God. Our 
words, our prayers, our holy lives, our 
dimes, our dollars, have been the ‘‘go-be- 
tween’’ in bringing men to Christ. There 
was a time when the Son of God was here 
to speak for Himself, but it became neces- 
sary for Him to go back to the Father; and 
when that time came He committed the task 
of the world’s salvation to human hands and 
human hearts, and the question comes to us 
over and over again, How shall we escape if 
we neglect so great an opportunity? 
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CHAPTER IV 


TO WHOM SHALL THE TITHE 
BE PAID? 


HERE can be but one true answer 

: to this question, viz.: The tithe be- 

longs to God, and should be paid to 
Him. <A question may arise in some minds 
as to when they are paying to the Lord. 

It will help us to a better understanding 
if we inquire into the relation which exists 
between Christ and His Church. When Saul 
was persecuting the followers of Christ, and 
that wonderful experience came to him on 
the way to Damascus, the injured Son of 
God stood over him and asked, ‘‘Saul, why 
persecutest thou Me?’’?’ Why did not Saul 
answer, ‘‘Lord, I have not persecuted Thee.’’ 
Neither had he directly, but in persecuting 
Christ’s followers he had persecuted Christ 
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Himself. In other words, Christ and His 
followers are one, and he who wrongs them 
wrongs the Christ, and he who aids them 
aids the Christ. 
Do we not recall the words of our Lord, 
7 eee as ye have done it unto one of 
¢ the least of these My brethren, ye have done 
it unto Me?’’ We can not separate between 
Christ and His Church. They are one. We 
can not give to God directly, but give to Him 
through His Church. The tithe, then, is the 
Lord’s, and to be given to Him through His 
Church. Why not? Is not the Church less 
liable to make a mistake than the individual? 
Do our general Church boards not delib- 
_erate carefully and prayerfully before they 
' make the appropriations for the various mis- 
sionary fields? And shall we take the mat- 
| ter in our own hands as individuals and 
| make our own distribution? We recall the 
| decision and determination of a good-mean- 
| ing lady, a member of our Church, who de- 
| cided to invest eight thousand dollars in 
_ establishing a mission in India. She went 
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to that country in person, looked the field 
over, and decided to make the investment, 
which she did, and two young married couple 
were placed in charge of the work. 

The young people were not sent out by x 
the Church, but went entirely on their own 
responsibility, backed financially by this 
lady. For a year or two there seemed to be 
a promise of success, but it was not long 
until the young missionaries failed in health 
and came home, and the mission not being 
under the supervision of the Church, was 
soon scattered and all was lost. If this 
money had been given through responsible 
Church boards the above-named results 
would not have occurred. Let us do, there- 
fore, what we do through the recognized and 
established boards of the Church. Conse- 
erated and devoted Christian men and 
women constituting such boards will not 
make hasty or unwise investments of a trust 
fund committed to them. 

Tf we can trust our general boards, why 
not trust our local boards to distribute the 
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tithe which passes into their hands for ad- 
ministration? We trust them now to appor- 
tion the offerings we make from year to 
year; why not trust them with the distribu- 
tion of the tithe? We served a Church 
where a large tithing fund came into the 
hands of the Official Board for distribution. 
The members of that board were more care- 
ful in distributing that sacred fund among 
the various benevolences of the Church than 
if it had been their individual gift. 

We are driven to the conclusion, there- 
fore, that we should not only give to God 
His own, but we should give it to Him 
q through His Church. Why not? / God has 
/ intrusted the Church with the salvation of 
the world, and if the world is to be evan- 
gelized in this generation, or in any genera- 
tion, it is to be done through the agency and 
instrumentality of the Church of our Lord. 

This brings us to speak plainly as to the 
place where God commands the tithe to be 
brought. Deuteronomy xii is full of teach- 
ings on this subject. ‘‘There shall be a place 
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where the Lord your God shall choose; 
thither shall ye bring all that I have com- 
manded you, tithes and vows unto the Lord, 
and whatsoever things I command—you ob- 
serve to do it, thou shalt not add thereto or 
diminish from it.’’ Malachi iii: ‘‘Bring ye 
all the tithes into the storehouse’’—the 
Church of God. 

It is not Scriptural tithing to give one- 
tenth of our income to poor relatives or 
tramps. A free-will offering may be made 
after we have rendered our tithe to God. 
Many persons have followed this rule for 
many years and believed they were practic- 
ing the teaching of the Scriptures, but a care- 
ful study of the Scriptures and the unsatis- 
factory results from this promiscuous giving 
have fully convinced them that this is not 
God’s plan, and they have turned with con- 
fidence to the Church of Christ as God’s 
storehouse. 


A prominent layman was present at Wi- 


nona and heard our presentation and frankly 
stated that the literature he had already 
89 
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printed on the subject might go out, but from 
that time forward all new literature should 
advise that the tithe be brought into the 
storehouse, as he believed it to be the safe 
and Scriptural method. 

The pastor of Memorial Presbyterian 
Church in Indianapolis, who looked upon the 
method of bringing the tithe into the store- 
house as a heresy, was compelled to change 
his mind when he gave to the subject a can- 
did investigation. An impartial study of 
the subject forces the conclusion that this is 
the Scripture method. 

Of course, if the tithers-in any local 
Church prefer to distribute their combined 
tithe after it has been paid into the Church, 
they will be given the right to do so. Ifa 
tithing band is organized in any local 
Church it will have a sum sufficiently large 
to take up some special work under the ad- 
vice and direction of the Church, while the 
tithe of a single individual would not be 
large enough to accomplish the end in view. 
We frankly confess that if you should ask 
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us where you could give your money where - 
it would do the most good, we could not tell 
you; but when you put it into the Lord’s 
treasury, let it be directed by intelligent, 
well-informed Christian men and women 
who have carefully studied the needs of the 
Master’s cause; we are fully persuaded that 
they will be less liable to make a mistake 
than the ordinary person who decides upon 
the investment of his own tithe. 

Have we thought how much more influ- 
ence the Church might have in a community 
if its members would pay into the treasury 
of the Church their tenth, that it might not 
only aid in the general work of the Master, 
but that it might aid any sick or needy 
family in the community and make a bond 
between that family and the Church, all of 
which may be used for the good of the 
Church and the glory of God? How much 
better this method than that of some indi- 
vidual member of the Church extending aid 
in an individual capacity! 

Aside from this, do we know how much 
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real worship there is in keeping our cove- 
nant with God, in bringing His tithe into 
His house on the Lord’s day, and making 
unto Him an offering of money which has 
been honestly made? _It is not to support 
the local or the general Church alone that 
we make our offering, but_to build character. _ 
».The religious benefits from such a consecra- 
tion far outweigh the financial advantages, 
great as they may be. 
The tithe is not for any and every good 
' purpose, but is sacred to the use of the Scrip- 
tural kingdom, the conquest of the nations 
for Jesus Christ. ” The Church, and not the 
private individual, is the trustee of this sa- 
ered fund. The Church holds the commis- 
sion; she only can do the work, and she will 
be able to do it whenever God’s people cease 
the unwise and often wasteful distribution 
of God’s money, and bring it, undiminished, 
into the Lord’s treasury. 
/ Hear the Scripture: ‘‘Ye shall not do 
Ye Fatter all the things we do here this day, 
\every man whatsoever is right in his own 
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eyes; but unto the place which the Lord your 
God shall choose, thither shall ye bring your 


tithes”? (Deut. xii). And the closing book 
of the Old Testament gives out no uncer- 


tain sound as to this requirement: ‘‘Bring 
ye the whole tithe into the storehouse, that 
there may be meat in Mine house, and see 
if I will not open to you the windows of 
heaven and pour you out a blessing that 
there shall not be room enough to receive it.’’ 

You object because the Church would 
have too much money. What is that to you? 
Shall not God’s word and will be obeyed? 
But is it not true that the evangelization of 
the world is retarded and held back for want 
of means, while God’s professed people are 
hoarding their millions for selfish purposes? 

‘We had the privilege a few years ago of 
reading a paper before the Chicago Preach- 
ers’ Meeting on ‘‘Methodism in the Cities,’’ 
showing the slow advance of the Church in 
the leading cities of our country. Scarcely 
had we finished, when a pastor of a down- 
town Church was on his feet with the state- 
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ment that he was hampered and hindered 
for want of means, and added: ‘‘Give me the 
money, and I ’Il put agents and agencies into 
the field that will make themselves felt in 
a very few months for this forward move- 
ment.’’? Is not this true in other cities as 
well as Chicago? Bishop Thoburn, ‘‘beloved 
in heaven’’ and on earth, wrote some time 
ago, and a letter just received from him 
states that the following facts are still true: 
‘‘At the present hour the demand is for 
money to sustain the work. I am receiving 
offers of service nearly every week, but 
there is neither money to send men abroad 
nor to sustain them when there.’’ 

‘*It now seems as if our possibilities were 
limited only by our financial resources, but 
at this critical time, this time of all times, we 
are confronted by an actual reduction in our 
missionary appropriations, and are com- 
pelled to talk of retreat in the very hour of 
victory. The withholding of money at such 
a time is more than unwise, it is hardly less 
than criminal.’’ 
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Horace Bushnell says: ‘‘There is needed 
one more revival among Christians, a revival 
of Christian giving; when that revival comes, 
the kingdom of God will come in a day.’’ 

Not many years ago the doors of many 
nations were closed against the messenger 
and missionary of the Christ. Christian 
people prayed most fervently that the closed 
doors might be unlocked, and in a surpris- 
ingly short time the doors swung wide open, 
and the missionaries were not only allowed 
admission, but in many cases made welcome. 
It may be safely said that never in the his- 
tory of the world was there a greater op- 
portunity to teach the nations of the earth 
the doctrines of the Christian religion than 
at the present time. 

When that prayer was answered for the 
open door, then a second prayer went up 
to God, a prayer for laborers to enter the 
open doors. In answer to that prayer the 
World’s Student Christian Federation was 
started, and the colleges and universities 
were made recruiting and training stations 
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to advance the kingdom of Christ in the 
earth. This federation embraces twenty- 
four different countries, with a student pop- 
ulation of 600,000 and a Christian Student 
Brotherhood of 60,000, organized into about 
five hundred societies. 

Thousands of student volunteers soon 
signed this declaration, ‘‘It is my purpose, if 
God permit, to become a foreign mission- 
ary.’’? \These young men and women are 

» even now standing on tiptoe, looking over 
* into the white harvest fields of the world, 
saying to the Church of God, ‘‘Here am I, 
send me,’’ and the Church has not the money 
to send them. Is not such a revival as Bush- 
nell refers to, the crying need of the hour? 
_The wealth of the Church is increasing 
at a rapid rate, but it is not coming into 
God’s treasury. It is being used for selfish 
and often wicked purposes: Some one has 
said the time-locks on God’s safes have been 
set for this twentieth century. ‘The minis- 
ee of Christ have led the great revivals of 
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Ze past, but we verily believe that the next 

/ great revival is going to come from the pew, 
led and sustained by a devoted ministry, in 
connection with the bringing in of our sub- 
stance to God, in the tithes and offerings 
prescribed in His Word, and from God’s 
safes will come freely the money which shall 
send the consecrated missionary to the wait- 
ing harvest fields. 

How are we to persuade men to devote 
the necessary money for this work? You 
can tell them the need, you can make a finan- 
cial plan, you can apportion this Church so 
much and the other so much; that has been 
tried, and many of them pay no attention 
to it. You can send bishops and secretaries 
through the Church at large to stir up en- 
thusiasm, but it is short-lived and, if re- 
peated, soon loses its effect. 

God did send some in the Church: First, 
apostles; second, prophets; third, evangel- 
ists; after that, pastors, teachers, ete.; but 
if He ever sent any to be financiers, we have 
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not found it out. What then? It is admitted 
on every hand that the tithes of God’s peo- 
ple would furnish adequate means to send 
the gospel of Christ to the nations of the 
earth in the next few decades; this much is 
conceded by thoughtful men everywhere, but 
how are we to persuade them to give the 
tithe? Not as a general or special scheme, 
but if ever done, it will be done in getting 
the obligation of the tithe upon the con- 
science and heart of God’s people as an act 
of spiritual religion. 

There are thousands of devoted Chris- 
tian people who will be honest with God and 
their fellow-men when once convinced as to 
the teaching of the Bible on this vital sub- 
ject. To all such we now appeal., If the 
tithe is not a present obligation, not in full 
force, then we reply the Scriptures are 
meaningless in their teaching on the subject; 
and furthermore, if this be not God’s plan 
for financing His kingdom, He has no plan. 

ees s kingdom, which is destined to be- 
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come universal in the earth, with a work to 
do greater than that of any nation of an- 
cient or modern times, with conquests to 
make more extensive than any king ever 
dreamed of undertaking, let us ask as intelli- 
gent beings whether God has instituted such 
an organization and never thought about 
financing it, but threw it out into the world 
without any provision for its support, to be 
sustained by donations and solicitations and 
beggings and coaxings.. Is not that a sickly 
‘assumption And yet this is the view held 
by many people. 

_Again and again men have been coaxed 
‘for a pittance of that which already belongs 
to God. Too often God’s people have relied 
/ upon teas and suppers and socials, harmles 

/ in themselves, but to be despised whenever 

\. thought of as the support of the kingdom of 
_ Christ. 

| , \. God’s Church is not a beggar; it has the 
/ first claim upon our time, our love, our 

means, our life, and when this mighty truth 
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shall burn itself into the conscience and heart 
of God’s faithful children, there will arise 
an army of devoted, loyal, brave, uncompro- 
mising Christian men and women, who will - 
swear eternal allegiance to Him, who is not 
only Lord of lords, but King of kings! 
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CHAPTER V 
HOW IT WORKS 


NDIVIDUALS and Churches have tested 
] this method of ‘‘Christian Steward- 
ship,’’ and so far as we have been able 
to learn, there has not been a single failure. 
On the other hand, the individuals and 
Churches who have given it an honest trial 
bear strong testimony to its financial and 
~ vy Yeligious benefits. “We claim for this Serip- 
{tural commandment that a close and careful 
obedience to its requirements have never 
brought financial disaster to any one, while 
disobedience to this law has resulted in finan- 

| cial disaster again and again. 

; Let us not be misunderstood; we are not 
saying that many persons have not suc- 
ceeded in business who did not tithe, but it 
is only necessary to refer to the records of 
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the business world to learn that a very large 
per cent of business men have failed. This 
is not the time nor the occasion to analyze 
the reasons for such failures, but the fact 
is all too obvious. 

Now, the statement we make is that, so 
far as we have been able to investigate, not 
a solitary business failure has come as a re- 
sult of adherence to the divine plan in hon- 
oring God with the tithe. 

This method promotes business careful- 
ness on the part of those who follow it con- 
scientiously, and the man who knows how 
much he gives to the Lord’s cause is not 
ignorant of what profits are accruing to 
himself. Are not such men as William Col- 
gate, Thomas Kane, and thousands of others, 
illustrations of this statement? 

The writer had in his congregation a 
man who worked at the bench for ten dol- 
lars per week. He looked upon one dollar 
of that amount as the Lord’s money, and 
conscientiously turned it into His treasury. 
The stewards of the Church interceded with 
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him not to give so much, but his invariable 
reply was that he intended to live by that 
rule; and he has done so through all these 
years, until now, in middle life, he has a busi- 
ness which is yielding him a princely in- 
come, and he has counted it a privilege again 
and again to lend financial aid to the stew- 
ards who advised him against giving so 
much to the Church. 

God is not unmindful of His obedient 
children. The wise man gave the Christian 
world a great truth when he wrote in the 
eleventh chapter of the Proverbs: ‘There 
is that scattereth and yet increaseth, and 
there is that withholdeth more than is meet, 


‘ put it tendeth to poverty.” 


The Chicago layman who is president of 
the Winona Assembly mailed thousands of 
letters to people living in all sections of the 
country, inquiring as to the temporal pros- 
perity of those who have practiced this rule, 
and the answers were so uniform that as 
far back as 1876 he published a tract and 
mailed it to hundreds of ministers in five of 
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the leading evangelical denominations to 
learn whether there were any exceptions to 
_ the rule that temporal prosperity follows 
the consecration of a definite proportion of 
income to God’s cause. Thousands of re- 
plies were received, but no exceptions worthy 
_ the name were reported. 
Is not this array of facts an encourage- 
_ ment to the followers of the Christ to dedi- 
cate a definite proportion of their income to 
His cause? Have not God’s children a per- 
fect right to the legitimate results to a life 
of obedience? 

Turning again to the words of the wise 
man, we read: ‘‘Honor the Lord with thy 


substance, and with the firstfruits of all 


thine increase: so shall thy barns be filled 
with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out 
with new wine.’? And that old Scripture 
from Malachi so often quoted rises before us 
and will not ‘‘down:’’ ‘Bring ye the whole 
tithe into the storehouse, that there may be 
food in My house and prove Me, saith Je- 


pi 


hovah of hosts, if I will not open you the . 
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windows of heaven and pour you out a bless- 
ing that there shall not be room enough to re-X 
ceive it.?? Mark you, ‘‘windows”’ is plural, 
and temporal blessings as well as spiritual 
are promised. Indeed, the temporal side of 
this Scripture is clearer than the spiritual, 
judging from what follows, viz.: ‘‘I will re- 
buke the devourer for your sakes, and he 
shall not destroy the fruits of your ground, 
neither shall your vine cast its fruit before 
the time, saith Jehovah of hosts.’’ 

With the numerous assurances from 
God’s Word as to the prosperity of those 
who obey the law of the tithe, supplemented 


_by an army of those who have tried it for 


'many years, what shall be our conclusion, 


and what our decision? While I write these 
words the morning mail brings a letter from 


a trusted and faithful Indiana pastor that 


the members of his Church who follow this 


commandment, as Bishop McCabe calls it, | 


are the most loyal, devoted, and prosperous 


‘people in his Chureh; and this statement is 


in keeping with the statements of pastors 
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and people wherever it has been fairly 
tested. 

It has been urged that this is the wrong 
motive to hold out to God’s children—that 
of temporal prosperity. We do not think 
individuals or Churches should adopt tithing 
with a view to temporal prosperity alone; — 
but is it not true that those who obey God’s 
law have a just right and claim to all the re- 
sults accruing to such loyal obedience? + 
Some have gone so far as to say that obe- 
dience to this law for temporal gain is an 
attempt to bribe God; but we must not for- 
get that honest men do not bribe. It re- 
mains for the rogue and rascal to resort to 
such methods, and then honest judges can 
not be bribed. ‘Shall not the J udge of all 
the earth do right??? The tithe is not a 
bribe; it is the payment of an honest debt. 

Are not promises of reward made in 
God’s Word to those who pray in faith to 
the Giver of all blessing? Is a life of true 
obedience to God’s law not entitled to the 
rewards flowing from such love and loyalty? 
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If tithing is a law of God, which we thor- 
oughly believe, and His children shall keep 
His law, are they not entitled to the good 
results which follow the keeping of His com- 
mandments? 

Is it bribing God to live according to 
His law? If that be true, then never pray 
again, never read the Scriptures again, never 
try to do another righteous act again. The 


channels through which God sends out His, _ 


blessings are the channels of prayer, medi 
tation, and consecrated time and tithe. 

Is it a bribe to open the channels of a 
spiritual life? No, no; when we meet the 
conditions, the promised blessings will come; 
but we must meet all the conditions, we must 
‘‘keep the whole law.’’ We can not break it 
up into sections, and keep what pleases us, 
and cast the rest aside. It will avail nothing 
to pray and read and sing and toil; unless 
we meet all the requirements, we have no 
assurance of the promised blessing. 

The spiritual blessings which result from 
cheerful adherence to the law of the tithe 
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can scarcely be questioned. Keeping this 
covenant with God brings its reward to the 
individual and the Church when made a part 
of their religious life. 

We have before us the testimony of a 
prominent member of an Indiana Conference 
who adopted God’s plan of ‘‘Christian Stew- 
ardship’’ and was greatly blest temporally 
and spiritually for many years, when the 
tempter made him believe he was giving too 
much, and, forsaking the very thing which 
had given him property and the favor of 
God, he went back to his former man-made 
methods, and from that very day his pros- 
perity and happiness began to wane, and in 
a few short years his property and peace 
were gone. Seeing his mistake, he went on 
his knees before the Lord, confessed his 
wrong, and took upon himself a solemn vow 
that if God would forgive him for his dis- 
loyalty and unfaithfulness he would return 
unto the Lord’s ways and render to Him His 
just claim. 

The testimony of this now faithful serv- 
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ant of God is that his peace came back at 
once and his prosperity began to return and 
continued to return until his heavy losses 
were fully recovered. William Colgate and 
a multitude besides bear witness that tem- 
poral and spiritual blessings follow the faith- 
ful practice of this rule which crucifies the 
unholy desires for gain and keeps open the 
benevolent channels of the soul. 

os When it comes to the Churches who tithe, 
bes is scarcely an exception to the rule 
that great spiritual prosperity comes to the 
Church which dedicates to God the ‘‘sacred 
tenth.’’ How often it is said, If we can only 
have a baptism of the Holy Spirit and a 
great spiritual awakening, then the people 
will give the money necessary to support the 
eause of Christ! What right have we to re- 
verse God’s order? And His order is to 
bring the tithes into the storehouse, and then 
He will open the windows of heaven and 
pour out a blessing until there shall not 
be room to receive it. One of the very 
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things essential to a deep spiritual awaken- 
ing is the consecration of God’s money by 
God’s professed people. 

Many of our Churches have tested this 
promise and found it entirely true. We will 
give examples which should satisfy the most 
skeptical on this subject. 

“Le Y We turn naturally to Wesley Chapel, 
Se Episcopal Church, Cincinnati, 
‘ which may rightfully go down as the pioneer 

in leading the Church of Christ in this great 
financial movement which has caused its 
fame to spread over two continents. The 
following statement comes from the pastor 
of the Church, corroborated by Mr. William 
G. Roberts, treasurer of the Church, and one 
of God’s loyal and devoted laymen: 

‘They had reached a crisis in the history 
of old Wesley Chapel, a down-town Church, 
with a shifting and unsettled membership. 
The outlook was exceedingly gloomy. The 
faithful members had grown discouraged in 
trying to meet the legitimate expenses of 
the Church by fairs and festivals and a 
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ceaseless round of entertainments. All the 
while things were growing worse and the 
deficit increasing with each succeeding year. 
The pastor and his official counselors de- 
cided that they must adopt a different sys- 
tem from what they had ever tried. before 
as to their finances, or nail up the doors of 
the church. 

‘“In 1895 the pastor and three of the offi- 
cial members and their wives met to dis- 
cuss the gloomy outlook for the Church. 
Everything had been tried but God’s plan. 
It was suggested that they try the Bible 
method. This was met by one of the mem- 
bers, who stated that he had followed this 
method for years, but it was in a general 
way and given out by himself for many pur- 
poses, while the Scriptures declare the tithe 
is the Lord’s, and should be brought into 
the storehouse. 

: ‘‘They agreed to try this plan. A cove- 

nant was drafted and signed by those pres- 

ent at that meeting, and earnestly recom- 

mended to the Church as a part of their 
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financial plan, and all those who desired to 
enter into this covenant with God could do 
so, and all such were to be relieved from 
further financial obligations to the Church. 
About seventy persons, or one-fifth of the 
membership, signed the covenant during the 
first year, bringing their tithe into God’s 
house on the Lord’s day as an act of wor- 
ship. 

‘“What was the result? When this cove- 
nant was first signed the spiritual condition 
of the Church was most discouraging, grow- 
ing out of contentions for fairs, festivals, 
etc., some favoring and others opposing. 
' From the first Sabbath that the-tithe was 
adopted in 1895 the Church has steadily in- 
creased numerically, financially, and spir- 
itually. 

‘‘At the close of the first year under this 
newly adopted plan the treasurer of the 
board of stewards and the tithe-treasurer 
presented their reports before the entire 
congregation, that all might know what God 
had done in answer to the faith and obedi- 
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ence of His people. That report will not be 
forgotten by those who were present. The 
cloud of discouragement which had hung 
over this struggling Church was lifted, while 
eyes were moistened with tears, hearts were 
made glad and filled to overflowing in grati- 
tude to God. 

““While only one-fifth of the members had 
tithed, the reports showed that for the first 
time in the history of the Church every ob- 
ligation had been promptly met, both in the 
local and general work. The ratio shows 
that those who tithed gave twenty-four times 
as much as those who contributed by other 
means, while the attendance and faithfulness 
of those who tithed upon the means of grace 
were about in the same proportion. 

“‘Tt is interesting to note when this 
Church began tithing it had a membership 
of 350, and in five years, with all the dis- 
couraging conditions connected with the 
down-town Church, the membership had in- 
creased to 650. The Sunday-school had risen 
from an attendance of 250 to 540, while the 
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prayer and class meetings had more than 
quadrupled in numbers. 

‘The doors of this church are wide open 
every night in the week, and every meeting 
is one for evangelistic work. All dissen- 
sions have ceased, and brotherly love pre- 
vails throughout the Church. 

‘“‘No subscriptions are asked for any 
cause, and no extra collections are taken. 
The pastor receives a check each week for 
the amount of salary due, and all bills are 
promptly paid, and the Church has gone to 
the head of the Cincinnati Conference in its 
evangelistic spirit and in its contributions 
to the great and growing causes of the 
Church. The pastor’s mind is relieved of 
all anxiety as to finances, and he is permit- 
ted to devote his full time to the spiritual 
work of his parish. By way of comparison, 
or rather of contrast, it ought to be said that 
this Church is giving more for the conver- 
sion of the world to Jesus Christ than the 
other ten down-town Churches of that city.’ 

\ In the bounds of the North Indiana Con- 
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ference there is a town of two thousand in- 
habitants; its name is Redkey. The Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church there began a tith- 
ing movement a few years ago, which has 
inspired the other Churches of that Confer- 
ence to nobler deeds than they ever dreamed 
of before. The statement of the pastor is 
as follows: 
~{ “Tn October, 1901, a tithing band of eleven 
members was organized; this number was 
, gradually increased until sixty persons had 
| signed the covenant. The results here have 
been as they are everywhere. The faithful 
| tithers grow in grace and aggressiveness, 
| and are greatly prospered both temporally 
' and spiritually. Some of the wealthiest peo- 
ple in the Church, and some of the poorest, 
are all tithing together, and all are delighted. 
This wide-awake Church reported to a re- 
cent session of the Conference three thou- 
sand two hundred and eleven dollars for be- 
nevolent causes, and two thousand seven 
hundred dollars of this amount was paid by 
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the sixty tithers in a Church membership of 
three hundred and seventy-seven.”’ 

The Indianapolis News, a secular news- 
paper, in its report of the North Indiana 
Conference has this to say: ‘‘Tithe-giving 
as prescribed by Scriptural law requires that 
we shall give one-tenth of our income to the 
Church. It is not very extensively practiced, 
but according to Bishop Warren and other 
Church authorities attending the Conference 
there is increasing evidence of a revival in 
the spirit of tithe-giving in this country. In 
one Indiana Church it has grown so rapidly 
that when its pastor read the report of his 
Church’s finances before the Conference to- 
day, it fairly startled the other ministers, 
less fortunate in their pastorates. A large 
number of the members of the Redkey 
Church have agreed to practice Scriptural 
tithing and are conscientiously giving one- 
tenth of what they earn to God’s service. 
The result has been that this Church has 
prospered greatly.’? Continuing, this report 
states that the report of this Church made 
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such an impression that the other ministers 
of the Conference declared they were going 
back to their Churches to preach the glory 
of tithing. Bishop Warren, who presided 
over the Conference, stated that he had 
never seen the report of this little Church 
duplicated in world-wide Methodism. 

The benefits and blessings of tithing are 
not confined to a few individuals and 
Churches. Many have enlisted in this army 
of the faithful, and others are coming in to 
swell the ranks from Maine to California. 

YY Wecall attention to one Church in South- 

> ern California Conference. While there are 
many others there, this one must answer. 
In a paper read before the Lay Association 
of the above Conference the following state- 
ments were made by Mr. M. C. Paxton, the 
financial secretary of the First Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Riverside: 

‘“‘Rev. F. P. Sigler, who feels a call from 
God to preach the glory of tithing after re- 
peated efforts to secure a hearing in this 
Church, was finally permitted to speak in 
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the prayer-meeting. This was the beginning 
of a tithing movement in this large Church, 
the influence and far-reaching results of 
which may revolutionize the financial Sys- 
tem of many, if not all, of our Churches. 

‘‘Seventy-four of the members of that 
Church signed the tithe covenant at the out- 
set, and others coming in later increased the 
number to 172—ninety-three women, sixty- 
eight men, and eleven children. What has 
been the result? The 172 tithers paid into 
that Church in eight months $6,260, or an 
average of $36.40 each. The remaining 
members of the Church, 850 in number, con- 
tributed during the same eight months $6.02 
per member. 

“‘If the entire membership of this Church 
should tithe instead of the 172, the average 
per member would be $51.06 per year, and 
this multiplied by one thousand, would give 
us the startling sum of $51,060, and from 
this could be supported: 

100 native preachers in India, 

100 native preachers in Africa, 
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100 native preachers in Japan, 

100 native preachers in China, 

100 native preachers in Korea, 

100 day schools maintained in China, 
and still have $27,060 left for the work of 
home missions in our own land. 

‘““What of the spiritual results?) They 
had not long to wait. God’s Spirit was 
poured out, and more than two hundred per- 
sons were born into the kingdom and added 
to the membership of the Church. Of this 
number fourteen men offered themselves for 
the ministry, seven to be missionaries, and 
two for deaconesses. The attendance at the 
prayer-meetings runs into the hundreds. 
The pastor of this Church, Rev. HE. J. In- 
wood, who is also the secretary of his Con- 
ference, has this to say: ‘My opinion with 
reference to our tithe covenant plan is that 
it is God’s plan for financing the affairs of 
the kingdom and that the generous response 
to what they believed to be God’s plan had 
much to do with the gracious revival, which 
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has resulted in about two hundred accessions 
to the Church.’ ”’ 

With such statements given over the sig- 
natures of financial secretary and pastor, 
ean there be a remaining doubt in the mind 
of God’s people as to what could be accom- 
plished in a very few years in bringing the 
nations of the earth into the life and liberty 
of the Son of God? 

The First Methodist Episcopal Church, 
Shelbyville, Indiana, will serve as another 
and final example of what may be done both 
fmancially and spiritually in promoting the 
cause of Christ. The writer was the pastor 
when tithing was introduced in this Church 
as a part of their financial plan. It came 
about in the following manner: 

In the spring of 1901 the White Water 
Presbytery met in that city. One evening of 
the session was devoted to the subject of 
‘‘Tithing.’”? The program for the evening 
included addresses by the Rev. Gervaise 
Roughton, the pastor, and Wm. G. Roberts, 
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a prominent layman of old Wesley Chapel, 
Methodist Episcopal Church, Cincinnati. 
Dr. Goss, a Presbyterian minister, also 
spoke. There were no immediate results ap- 
parent. Some time afterwards, in the latter 
part of May, an Official Board meeting was 
held in the First Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Before the board was called to or- 
der, the matter of tithing was mentioned 
and informally discussed, and it was discov- 
ered that every member present had heard 
the addresses previously mentioned, and that 
every one believed that the Scriptural tith- 
ing system is the divine plan for financ- 
ing the Church. When the board went 
into session, on motion, the tithing sys- 
tem was adopted as a part of the finan- 
cial plan of the Church. No effort was 
made to force this system upon the member- 
ship, but all who would were urged to adopt 
it. Those who preferred to pay in the old 
way were permitted to do so. The effect of 
this new plan upon the finances of the 
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Church may be seen in part from the fol- 
lowing figures: 


TOTAL 
MISSIONS BENEVOLENCES 

Ist Year $700 $1,914 
7 eek 1,224 2,471 
Bae 1,840 4,857 
4th “ 2,115 5,874 
Sthont: 2,500 6,673 
6th« * 2,150 6,743 
{thas 4,453 10,263 


A comparison of the contributions of this 
Church will show that where they gave 
$1,028 for all benevolent causes under the 
old system, they gave $10,263 for the same 
causes under the Scriptural plan of the tithe, 
and that, too, with only a small fraction of 
the Church adopting this rule. It may be of 
special interest to state that about forty-six 
tithers gave more than three-fourths of this 
entire amount in a Church membership of 
seven hundred. 

There is no other Methodist Church in 
Indiana which will compare with this Church 
in its contributions to the great and grow- 
ing causes of the denomination of which it 
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is a part. But what of the spiritual life? 
Did the people avoid this Church lest they 
might be persuaded to give to God the sa- 
ered tenth? Did the members withdraw or 
go to other Churches? Not so; on the other 
hand, revivals of spiritual life began to man- 
ifest themselves in every department of the 
Church organization—increased attendance 
at the prayer-meeting, in the Sabbath-school, 
in the Epworth League, and in the more 
public services on the Lord’s day. 

This Church had not experienced a gen- 
uine revival of religion for twenty-five years, 
but the revival fires began to burn, and for 
three consecutive years the Church has en- 
joyed a religious awakening with more than 
a hundred additions each year, until now the 
total membership is more than one thousand. 

Will the reader hear a familiar voice, 
which comes to the whole Church as a voice 
from the other world? It is the voice of 
the sainted Bishop McCabe, who dedicated 
this Indiana church to the service of Al- 
mighty God. When the writer made out his 
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Conference report as to the contributions of 
this Church, a copy was mailed to the bishop 
who had officiated at the dedication a year 
previously, and received the following re- 
ply: 

‘*150 Firra Avs., New York. 

‘‘My Dear Brotuer: Your letter of re- 
cent date has just come into my hands. I 
have only been back two or three days from 
my long trip in Europe and South America 
and am getting at my mail. 

‘“‘T am greatly interested in the report 
you make of your collections. You have 
done grandly. You are right about tithing. 
What could we not do if the whole Church 
would begin to follow that one command! 

‘‘T am going to send your letter to Doctor 
Buckley, hoping he may get an item for the 
Advocate. Yours faithfully, 

**C. C. McCasz.’? 


It is the prayer of the writer that these 
words of our translated bishop may bear 
much fruit. 

Mr. Harry Whitcomb, a devoted layman 
of this Church, has been greatly interested 
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in this promising movement from its very 
inception, devoting not only a tenth of his 
income to the cause of Christ, but going far 
beyond this in his free-will offerings for 
the advancement of benevolent and educa- 
tional work; and in addition to this is lend- 
ing his pen and voice in furthering the 
cause which lies so near his heart. 

We make this mention without his per- 
mission or consent, that we may express our 
gratitude to him for the instruction and in- 
spiration he has given us in preparing these 
pages. 

Let no one think for a moment that the 
few local Churches just mentioned consti- 
tute the entire number of tithing Churches. 
No, no; there is ‘no great movement in the 
Church at the present time making more 
rapid strides than the tithing movement. 


» Fifty-two Churches in the State of Indiana 


alone have organized tithing bands in the 
past six months, and in every case so far as 
we have been able to learn, the results are 
most gratifying. 
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y 
/ In the State of Kansas this worthy cause 


is spreading as perhaps no other religious 
movement in the history of that Common- 
wealth, unless we could call the prohibition 
of the liquor traffic a religious movement. 
r In one of the Epworth League Institutes 
held in Winfield, Kansas, recently, Dr. E. M. 
Randall, general secretary, at the close of 
a meeting held on this subject, asked the 
more than three hundred Epworthians pres- 
ent as to how many of them were giving 
at least a tenth of their income for religious 
purposes. The response was almost unani- 
mous. Nineteen out of every twenty were 
conscientiously and religiously following this 
plan of a tenth for the Lord. 

But the movement is not confined to a 
few individuals and Churches, neither to 
large numbers of our loyal and devoted 
young people. One Conference in Metho- 
dism has come to the front on this subject 
in the past few years. We refer to the 
Southern California. What is the record of 
this young Conference? Ninety-five of the 
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one hundred and eighty-seven Churches of 
this Conference have adopted tithing as a 
part of their financial plan for the support 
of the local Churches and the advancement 
of the Master’s kingdom among men, and 
other Conferences are falling in line with 
this forward movement. 

When the consecration of the tithe on the 
part of God’s people shall become generally 
adopted, then, and possibly not until then, 
shall we have the revival of which Bushnell 
speaks, when a nation shall be converted in 
a day. 
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